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RICKARD, James 
 

William James Rickard, the third child of Richard Rickard and Ellen Purcell, was born 
in 1897, in Walhalla. Eventually there were eight children in the family, and by 1911 
they were living in Carlton. James attended Faraday Street State School, SS 112.  
 
James enlisted in Melbourne on 13 July 1915, ten months after his older brother 
John, who is also listed on the St Jude’s Honour Roll. As he was so young, his 
parents had to give their written consent (see letter in his NAA file). On 25 October 
1916, James was killed in action in France.  
 
The Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour Circular was completed by Ellen at 
Broken Hill, where her husband Richard had died in 1918. By February 1922, the 
family were back in North Carlton at 187 Amess Street. 
 
 

AIF Project Entry 
William James RICKARD 
Regimental number 5506 
Place of birth Walhalla Victoria 
Religion Church of England 
Occupation Porter 
Address 375 Rathdown Street, Carlton, 

Melbourne, Victoria. 
Marital status Single 
Age at embarkation 18 
Next of kin Father, Richard Rickard,  

375 Rathdown Street, Carlton, 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

Previous military service 62nd Infantry 
  
Enlistment date 13 July 1915 
Rank on enlistment Sapper 

Unit name 6th Field Company Engineers, 2nd 
Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 14/25/2 
Embarkation details Unit embarked from Sydney, New South 

Wales, on board HMAT A35 Berrima on 
17 December 1915. 

Rank from Nominal Roll Sapper 
Unit from Nominal Roll 6th Field Company Engineers 
Fate Killed in Action 25 October 1916. 
  
Place of burial Caterpillar Valley Cemetery (II, Row A, 

Grave No. 2), Longueval, France. 
Panel number, Roll of Honour, 
Australian War Memorial 
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https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=ENG.FCE6R2
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Miscellaneous information from 
  cemetery records 

Parents: Richard and Ellen RICKARD, 
531 Argent Street, Broken Hill,  
New South Wales. 

 
Source: © The AIF Project, UNSW Canberra. Used with permission. 
 
 
NAA: B2455, RICKARD W J, SERN 5506 
BDM VIC 
BDM NSW 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Commonwealth War Graves: Personal Inscription 
 

DEAR IS THE MEMORY LEFT BEHIND FROM HIS MOTHER BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
 

 
Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Friday 25 October 1918, page 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Library of Australia   http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article140419 

 
 

Herald (Melbourne, Vic. : 1861 - 1954), Friday 1 June 1917, page 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Library of Australia  
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article242687174  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article140419
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Australian War Memorial: Roll of Honour Circular 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


