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MANNING, C. 
 
Our research indicates that this soldier was Cyril St Lawrence Manning, born in 
Carlton in about 1897 to Elizabeth Bellman (1857-1937) and Thomas Manning. The 
family lived in 364 Cardigan Street, Carlton for many years.  
 
Cyril Manning apparently enlisted in the AIF in 1914. His original attestation papers 
were lost and a copy made but no service records attached. It is possible that he 
was underage and his application was originally rejected for he then reapplied in 
1915 under the alias of Thomas Collins. (Coincidently his stepbrother was Thomas R 
Collins.) His battalion was sent to the Dardanelles, where he was wounded, and then 
to France where Cyril was admitted to hospital suffering shell shock. Cyril found 
military discipline difficult to take and he spent some time in military prison for 
desertion and other crimes. 
 
Cyril returned to Carlton in 1919, again living in Cardigan Street. He married Minnie 
Smithson (1895-1937) in 1922 and the couple moved to North Fitzroy where they 
lived for many years. Cyril applied to serve in the Australian Army during World War 
II but was declared medically unfit. He died in 1965. 
 
 

AIF Project Entry 
 
Thomas COLLINS 
 
Regimental number 1730 
Place of birth Melbourne, Victoria 
Religion Roman Catholic 
Occupation Tinsmith 
Marital status Single 
Age at embarkation 21 
Next of kin Mother, Mrs E Manning,  

364 Cardigan Street, Carlton, Victoria. 
 
Enlistment date 

 
5 January 1915 

Date of enlistment from Nominal Roll 6 January 1915 
Rank on enlistment Private 
Unit name 7th Battalion, 4th Reinforcement 

AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/24/2 
Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria,  

on board HMAT A18 Wiltshire on  
14 April 1915. 

Rank from Nominal Roll Private 
Unit from Nominal Roll 7th Battalion 
Fate Returned to Australia 1 July 1919. 
Miscellaneous details (Nominal Roll) Noted True name Manning Cyril NR.  

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF7REIN4
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Source: © The AIF Project, UNSW Canberra. Used with permission. 
 
 
NAA: B2455 MANNING, CYRIL ST LAWRENCE, SERN 1026. 
NAA: B2455 COLLINS T, SERN 1703. 
NAA B883, MANNIING, CYRIL VX24539 
 
 

First page of Cyril Manning’s Service Record SERN 1026 
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Extract from Thomas’ Collins Service Record SERN 1703, p. 23.  
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Age (Melbourne, Vic: 1854-1954) Saturday 13 January 1917, p.12. 

 
National Library of Australia  http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article155187859 

 
 

Age (Melbourne Vic.: 1854-1954), Tuesday 4 June 1918, p.1. 
 

 
 

National Library of Australia http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 155096830 
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