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KNOWLES, W. K. 
 

Walter Kay Knowles was born in North Carlton in 1894, the sixth child of James 
Knowles and Emily Kay. James arrived with his parents and sister in 1857 as 
assisted migrants from Somerset, England.  
 
James died when Walter was nine years old and his mother continued the family 
monumental masonry business at their Lytton Street address, near the Melbourne 
General Cemetery.  
 
Walter enlisted in Melbourne and served in France. Wounded in 1916 and again in 
1917, he was evacuated and returned home to Melbourne.  
 
Walter married Elsie Ada Arnold in 1922 and they had four children. By 1925 the 
family lived at 159 Nicholson Street, East Coburg. 
 
Although he had used the middle name Kay for many years, Walter had been 
registered at birth only as Walter Knowles. In 1931 he formally changed his legal 
name.  
 
Walter Kay Knowles died on 25 June1949. 
 

 
AIF Project Entry 

 
Walter Kay KNOWLES 
 
Regimental number 2174 
Place of birth North Carlton Victoria 
Religion Church of England 
Occupation Monumental mason 
Address 19 Lytton Street, Carlton, Victoria. 
Marital status Single 
Age at embarkation 21 
Next of kin Mother, Mrs Emily Knowles,  

19 Lytton Street, Carlton, Victoria. 
  
Enlistment date 10 July 1915 
Rank on enlistment Private 
Unit name 23rd Battalion, 4th Reinforcement 
AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/40/2 
Embarkation details Unit embarked from Melbourne, Victoria, 

on board HMAT A20 Hororata on  
27 September 1915. 

Rank from Nominal Roll Sergeant 
Unit from Nominal Roll 23rd Battalion 
Fate Returned to Australia 12 May 1918. 
  
Miscellaneous information from 
cemetery records 

Plaque in Victorian Garden of 
Remembrance 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF23REIN4
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Discharge date 24 August 1918 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Other details Served 1142 days (1014 days of which 

were spent abroad) 
Date of death 25 June 1949. 
 
Source: © The AIF Project, UNSW Canberra. Used with permission. 
 

 
Age (Melbourne, Vic. : 1854 - 1954), Friday 9 October 1931, p. 14. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Library of Australia   http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article204341451 
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National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article206076535 
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