
DEVOTIONAL RESOURCE



This resource is designed to be read alongside the Advent with St Jude’s book, but can 
also be used without it as a stand-alone Advent resource. It is designed particularly with 
children in mind in order to engage all the ages in celebrating this Advent season. 

It is written so that an upper-primary school age child could use it on their own or with 
their family. This would also be a suitable resource for someone with English as a Second 
Language. 

You might just like to reflect on what the artists’ have created as you read the passage 
alongside the art book, or you might like to have a conversation about it with your family or 
the person you are reading it with. 

The questions, activities & extra bible passages are there if you need it. These aim to help 
you further reflect on what God has done for us as we get ready to celebrate Christmas 
together and look forward to Jesus coming again. 

Each day in this resource will follow the same pattern: 
 
• Read: a passage (or two)

• Explore: A short explanation to engage with & some questions to explore 

• Activity: A suggested activity to do on your own, with the whole family or for your   
 kids to do. I would recommend looking a day ahead to decide if you want to do the   
 activity and source the materials that might be needed for it. 

• Prayer: A short prayer reflecting on the theme. 

If you need any help sourcing any references to music or other ideas mentioned, please 
get in contact with the Children & Youth Minister, Amy Brown at abrown@stjudes.org.au. 

May this advent season draw you and your family closer to Jesus. 

In Christ, 

 Amy



Day 1
Advent comes from a Latin word for ‘coming’. Advent is like when you’re waiting for your 
birthday party, and you spend weeks getting ready for it, organising the food, the deco-
rations, inviting people and so on, and the whole time you’re really looking forward to the 
actual event. That’s a type of ‘advent’. 

In our church life, Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation leading up to Christmas, 
as we wait to celebrate the coming of the Messiah, the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Ad-
vent is also a time of hope and longing as we look for Christ’s return, his second coming, 
when he will make ‘everything new’ (Revelation 21:5).

Today, December 1, we start this. And we start Advent right at the very beginning of the 
bible story. Why? Because starting at the very beginning helps us remember why Jesus 
came to earth as a baby later on. 

Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Genesis 1:1-25

• What power does God’s word have? 

• Why is it important that God declares what he’s made to be ‘good’? 

Make your own collage of what God created in Genesis 1. Write a big sign across the top 
saying: “It is good” or similar. 

Or make ‘Star’ cookies during the week and talk about how God made everything.

Almighty God, You are amazing! Just by speaking you made everything and you declared it 
was GOOD! Thank you, God for making our world. Amen. 



Day 2
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Genesis 1:26-27; 2:18-23

God also made people. You and me. He made us to be in relationship with Him and with 
each other; as image-bearers of a relational God; created in love, to love others. 

• How does this truth change the way you think about yourself or about others? 

• How can you show God’s love to others? 

Make your own collage of what God created in Genesis 1. Write a big sign across the top 
saying: “It is good” or similar. 

Or make ‘Star’ cookies during the week and talk about how God made everything.

Almighty God, You are amazing! Just by speaking you made everything and you declared it 
was GOOD! Thank you, God for making our world. Amen. 



Day 3
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Genesis 2:15-16 (cf. Genesis 1:28-31)

God gave people a job to do – to look after the garden he’d given them. He made sure they 
had everything they needed to live well. Including a warning and instructions not to eat 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for that tree would cause them harm. 

• How does God look after you today? 

• How can you be a good steward of the things God has given you? Or another way   
 to ask this question - how can you use the things and gifts God has given you for   
 his glory? 

Make a list of the things God has given you today. You could turn it into a reflection activ-
ity for the year too – what has he given you to be thankful for this year? Display it on your 
fridge to keep reminding each other and you could even keep adding to it! Spend some 
time thanking God for the things you’ve written on your list. 

Dear God, Thank you for giving us all we need. Thank you for friends, family and our 
church family. Thank you for food, water, a house and things to play with and use. Please 
help me to use all those things for your glory. Amen. 



Day 4
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Read Genesis 3:1-13

This is the day in history that everything changed. People chose not to follow our Creator 
King. Instead they chose their own wisdom. Almost as soon as this had happened, they 
realised the depth of their grief and shame and tried to hide from God. It seems funny 
though, trying to hide from the God who knows and sees everything. 

• Have you ever tried hiding from God? Why? 

• Is there anything you’re hiding from God or yourself now that you want to bring to   
 him and say sorry for? Take a moment to do that now and pray.

Write a letter to God saying sorry and thank you for His unconditional, unchanging love 
toward us. Keep this letter beside your bed or in your Bible to remind you of God’s love. 

Lord God, I am sorry for choosing my own wisdom over yours. Please forgive me. Help me 
to keep living for you each day this week. Amen. 



Day 5
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Genesis 3:14-24

All creation stands condemned before our Maker. Here we have Adam, Eve and the snake 
as our representatives. The Maker hands out the judgment. He is Just. 

• Imagine how each character might have felt & why.

• How is justice given and served here? 

• How do you see these played out in the year you’ve experienced? 

Brainstorm on a big piece of paper all the things you’re sad or angry about in the world. 
Once you’ve filled the page, pray over them together, asking for God’s justice and mercy on 
our world. 

Dear God, We are so sad when we see/experience [insert your injustice here]. Please bring 
justice to this situation. We look forward to the day Jesus comes back everything will be 
set right. Help us to keep trusting in your goodness and justice while we wait. Amen. 



Day 6
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Genesis 3:15; Matthew 27:45-54; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58

Even in such a sad passage, there is a glimmer of hope! Right at the very beginning, God 
had a plan to make everything right. There would come a snake-crusher. Someone who 
would defeat sin and death and all evil. And we know that person is Jesus. He wins and 
gives us the victory!
 
• Where do you find hope in the story of Jesus’ death & why?

• How does that glimmer of hope help you in the now?

Listen to the song “Serpent Crusher” by Ben Pakula (Masterplan album, 2014) (look it up 
on Spotify). What stands out to you after listening to this song? (Maybe listen to it a couple 
of times). Make your own music video this song & share it with another family to encour-
age them. 

Dear God, Thank you that right at the very beginning, you had a plan to bring us back to 
you! You win, every time! Help us to remember that when we get stuck in sadness and 
suffering. Amen. 



Day 7
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Isaiah 11:1-2

From death comes life. This prophecy from Isaiah reminds Israel that when all seems lost 
and forgotten, God is still at work. The image of a shoot of new growth from an old dead 
stump of a tree is a powerful one. In the most unexpected, unassuming of places, God 
brings new life. 

• Which part of this prophecy speaks to you the most and why? 

• What new life from God in unexpected places have you experienced or witnessed   
 this year?

This week, see if you can find ‘new growth’ when you’re out and about or on a walk. Take 
a photo and share it with a friend, telling them about the new life you’ve found in Jesus or 
something life-giving God has given you.

Or plant something, look after it and watch it grow. As it grows, let it remind you of the new 
life God gives us. Thank him for it every time it reminds you of that. 

Dear God, Thank you for giving us new life in Jesus. Thank you for working in unexpected 
places. Please help me keep seeing all the big, little and unexpected ways you are at work 
in my life and in the world. Amen. 



Day 8
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22-23

Way back in the Bible, long before Jesus was born, his birth was prophesied (predicted). 
This is how we would know the new promised King would come: his mum would be a 
virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit (God would put the baby in her), and his name would 
be ‘Immanuel’ which means, ‘God with us’. And he still is, as the Spirit lives in every person 
who believe and trusts in Jesus as Lord. 

• How does God being a “promise-keeper” make a difference to your faith?   

• What signs of “God with us” have you seen this year? 

Buy some pre-made gingerbread men to decorate or a packet mix to make (TIP - you can 
get ninja-bread men from target). As you bake or decorate these, talk about the promises 
God made to Israel and David’s family that a new King would come. You could even name 
them and recreate the family tree (check out the genealogy in Matthew chapter 1)!

Dear God, Thank you for promising to send a King. Thank you for showing us how you 
would do that so we would all know it was Jesus. Help us to keep trusting in your promis-
es that Jesus would come again, and help us to keep pointing other people to King Jesus 
while we wait. Amen. 



Day 9
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Isaiah 9:6-7

What’s in a name? Jesus has many names. You can read them in Isaiah. He was a child - a 
little baby like any other, and yet he has such great responsibility unlike anyone else. His 
names tell us that: Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 

• What do these names tell us about Jesus?

• How do you respond to this person? What do you feel? What’s your attitude like? Is  
 this reflected in the way you live & how? 

Make some Christmas decorations using the names of Jesus for inspiration (if you search 
in Pinterest, there’s plenty of free ones to print off & colour). Use cardboard and pencils to 
design your own bauble shape. Write one of the names from Isaiah 9:6 in it & decorate. Put 
a hole punch through the top, thread some string or ribbon through the hole & tie a knot at 
the end to create a loop. Your decoration is ready to hang! As you create these, talk about 
what the names mean and the significance it brings to who Jesus is for us.

Lord Jesus, You are our Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince 
of Peace. You are our King forever. God has given you all authority to rule and judge. We 
praise you Jesus! Please change us each day to be loyal followers to you, our King. Amen. 



Day 10
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Isaiah 42:6-7; John 8:12; Matthew 5:14-16

The Lord brings light and life and freedom! He called the people of Israel to be his special 
people to share this good news with the rest of us. He opens our blind eyes to see the 
truth of who Jesus is. He gives us new life, free from sin and darkness. And he calls us to 
be little lights that keep pointing others to Him. 

• Why shouldn’t we hide the light?

• What ‘good deeds’ (Matt. 5:16) could you be doing this week to point someone else  
 to Jesus?

Think of something practical you could do as a family to support or encourage someone 
you know is struggling and remind them of Jesus. 

And/or think of someone who doesn’t yet know who Jesus is and commit to praying for 
them to see the truth of the gospel. 

Dear God, Thank you for choosing us to be part of your family. Thank you for opening our 
eyes to see the truth of the good news of Jesus. Please help us to live in a way that shows 
we are your children and helps other people praise you. Amen. 



Day 11
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Isaiah 53:5

Freedom from sin came at a cost. The cost was the life of Jesus. He died for us. His blood 
was shed for us. He did this so our sin would be paid for and we would be healed and 
cleansed. Now we are forgiven, at peace with God. This is the good news of Jesus!

• How do you feel as you read this verse? 

• How does the cost of our peace with God impact your life? 

Divide a piece of paper in half. On one side, write a list of all the things you are sorry to God 
for this week. On the other side, write a list of all the things God says you are now, because 
of Jesus (e.g. holy, righteous, made new, healed, cleansed, justified, adopted etc). Cut the 
paper in half. Take the list of sins, pray a sorry prayer and have the children tear up the 
piece of paper to represent Jesus has paid for them. Keep the other list and put it on the 
fridge as a reminder. Thank God for all the things he says you are now, because of Jesus. 

Dear God, We are sorry for ignoring you and living our own way. Please forgive us. Thank 
you for sending Jesus to pay for our sin so we can be at peace with you. Amen.



Day 12
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Isaiah 60:1-3

The Christmas Carol ‘Hark the Herald’ has the line, “light and life to all he brings.” This read-
ing from Isaiah does indeed show the Lord brings light in the darkness. His glory shines 
over his people, and like a bug zapper light attracts bugs to it, so too are nations and kings 
attracted to His light. 

• How have you seen the light of Jesus this year?  

• What makes you attracted to Jesus’ light/glory? 

Listen to the Christmas Carol ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’ by Rend Collective on Spotify 
or YouTube. Turn it into a mini Carol event in your lounge room by lighting some candles 
and putting it on the big screen. As you listen to the song, reflect on how it brings all we’ve 
read so far together. As it gets to the end, the song says, “light and life to all be brings”. 
How does Jesus bring Light and Life to you? 

Dear God, Thank you for bringing light into our dark world through Jesus. Help us to point 
others to your light this Christmas. Amen. 



Day 13
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17

From the very beginning of the creation of everything, Jesus was there, with God. He holds 
all things together. He holds our world together. Isn’t it incredible that this Jesus, was 
sent by God the Father, to come to earth as a little baby and grow up doing all the human 
things? Jesus is 100% God and 100% human. And He’s going to come back again some 
day to make everything new again. 

• What stories in the Bible remind you that Jesus is 100% God and 100% human?
 
• How does Jesus give life?

Explore the questions above, encouraging children to draw pictures of the stories as they 
remember them. You might even want to listen to the song, ‘Totally God, totally man’ on 
the The Ology album by Sovereign Grace (search Spotify). God really can relate to us as 
people because he was a person! How does this change the way you relate to him now? At 
the end, spend some time praying together.

Dear God, Thank you for being totally God and totally man in Jesus. This means you really 
get what it’s like to be human. Please help me [insert need here]. Amen. 



Day 14
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

John 1:4-5

“Darkness has not overcome it...” Sometimes things we see in our world might make us 
think Jesus hasn’t overcome it all. What would remind you he has in those moments? 
 
• Has there ever been a time when you doubted Jesus has overcome the darkness?   
 Share that with someone.  

• What happened today to remind you of Jesus? 

Today or tomorrow take a walk together and take a photo of something that reminds you 
of Jesus and the life he brings. Display it somewhere in your home where you will notice it 
and be reminded of Jesus. 

Dear Jesus, In you is light and life to all people. When I am struggling to remember you 
have overcome the darkness, please help me to remember you are the light and draw me 
closer to you. Amen. 



Day 15
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Luke 1:26-38

Imagine getting great, big, life-changing news in the most surprising way - through an An-
gel?! What an epic moment! This happens to Mary. Not only is she told she’s going to have 
a baby (that’s life-changing enough!) but this baby will be the King of the world! How does 
she respond? In verse 38, “I am the Lord’s Servant.” Wow. Just wow. This girl loves God, 
trusts Him and is willing to let him use her in his great, big plan to save the world. 

• What amazes you in this story? 

• How does Mary work through her worries (v. 29 & v. 38) in this moment? 

• How can you work through things you are worried about and let God use you for his  
 saving plan?

Sometimes we get worried about little things or big things in our lives. Take a moment to 
think about the thing that is worrying you. If you feel comfortable to say it aloud, do that. 
Clench your fists while you say it or think it and then release them. As you release your 
fists, let go of your worry, giving it to God. Pray in line with Philippians 4:6-7. 

Dear God, Thank you for working your plan to save us. Help us to be like Mary and to keep 
trusting you today. Please help me to let go of my worries and give them to you. Please 
don’t let them hold me back from serving you. Amen.  



Day 16
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Luke 2:8-9

Do you remember those prophecies from Isaiah, saying God would send a new King that 
would last forever? Well, God wanted to make sure no-one missed the big event! So He 
gets ready to make the biggest announcement of the century, and it’s way bigger than any 
baby shower you’ve ever seen, and he makes it really obvious something important has 
happened...

• Imagine you were these Shepherds, how would you respond? 

• What do you think would come next? 

Look at a candy cane. Explain how this can remind us of this story and the big announce-
ment. If you look at the candy cane right way up so it looks like a Shepherd’s crook, it 
reminds us of the shepherds in the field. If you turn it upside down so it looks like a ‘J’, the 
candy cane reminds us of Jesus! Which is the big announcement the shepherds heard. 
Every time you see one of these this Christmas, let it remind you of the big announcement! 
Write a Christmas card to a friend and include a mini Candy Cane and include this little 
story that it reminds you of

Dear God, Thank you for making sure we wouldn’t miss the big announcement that Jesus 
had come! Thank you for recording it for us in the Bible so we can keep passing it on to 
others. Please help me to share this good news with [insert name here]. Amen.



Day 17
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Luke 2:10-12; Philippians 2:5-11

What such good news! The Saviour of the world has been born! The Messiah! The King 
Israel had been waiting for - for what seemed like forever! He’s finally here! But wait... he’s 
here as... a baby?! God works in unexpected ways, sending the Saviour as a humble, little 
baby just like you once were. 

• How is this announcement both triumphant and unexpected all at the same time? 

• How is the humility of Jesus an example for us? How will this change the way you   
 live this week?

Draw your own picture of this scene. What stands out to you as you read it? Show it in 
your picture and share it with your family. You could even frame it and give it as a gift to 
someone for Christmas! 

Dear God, Thank you for keeping your promises to send a Saviour. You work in amazing 
and unexpected ways and you do that to show us the way you want us to live. Help me to 
be humble by [insert action here]. Amen. 



Day 18
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Luke 2:13-14

What better way to respond to this wonderful, great, life-changing good news about King 
Jesus being born, than to sing glory to God?! And so a whole host of angels show up to 
do just that! Can you imagine that sight?! The night sky lit up with all these brightly shining 
angels singing?! Wow! 

• How can you bring glory and praise to God in the lead up to Christmas?

• What’s something you can praise God for right now? 

Make your own angels using your at-home craft supplies. While you’re making angels, 
listen to some favourite Christmas Carols and sing along, giving praise and glory to God. 

Dear God, You are amazing! We praise and honour you for keeping your promises, for 
sending a Saviour, and for your always-and-forever, unbreaking, never-giving-up love for us! 
Thank you God! Amen. 



Day 19
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Luke 2:25-32

Simeon was one of those guys who had been waiting his whole life for God’s promise to 
be fulfilled. How special it is that he actually got to see Jesus before he died?! And how 
good is it to see that while he was waiting for this promise to be fulfilled, he still loved and 
followed God (verse 25)! What a great example for us!

• If you saw Jesus face-to-face, what would your praising prayer be?  

• While we wait for Jesus to return, how do you still love and follow God? And what   
 helps you when you get stuck?

Read what Simeon says in Luke 2:29-32. Now have a go at writing your own praising 
prayer to God together. Put it on display and let this be your prayer each day. 

Dear God, Thank you that you showed Simeon Jesus. Thank you that you’ve given us your 
Spirit. Please keep our eyes open to the work you are doing in, through and around us and 
help us praise you like Simeon did. Amen. 



Day 20
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Matthew 2:1-9

The Magi (commonly known as the “three wise men”) were among the first people to travel 
all the way to see Jesus. These people had seen the signs, (a special star in the sky and 
words from the prophets) and were investigating what it meant, following it to see the new 
King that had been born. Lots of people today are still investigating who King Jesus is. 

• Do you know someone who is investigating Jesus?  

• Do you know someone who you could share what Christmas really is all about?

Brainstorm together some people who don’t yet know Jesus or are interested in finding out 
about it. Commit to praying for those people together. You could write a list and leave it on 
the fridge as a reminder to keep praying for them. Plan how you might introduce Jesus to 
them. 

Dear God, Thank you that we get to celebrate what Christmas really means each year. Help 
us to be bold in sharing the good news of Jesus to my friend [insert name here]. Please 
help them to become a follower of Jesus too. Amen. 



Day 21
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Matthew 2:11-12

What’s the first thing you do when you meet a King? Even a baby King? Do you high-five? 
Fist-pump? A COVID-safe elbow bump? Tip of the hat? NO! We BOW! To show our honour 
and respect for the King. The Magi totally understand this. And they even come bearing 
special gifts fit for an epic King. 

• How do you show honour, love and respect for God? 

• What gifts has God given you that you could use for his glory? 

Sometimes changing our posture (the way we sit or stand or move) when we pray can 
help us engage with God in a different way. Have a family prayer time, praising and thank-
ing God, but try changing your posture and see how that changes the way you come to 
talk to God. For some ideas: try kneeling (if you can), or open your hands out, raise your 
hands, or even lie on your back outside looking up at the stars and talk to God. 

Almighty King and Loving God, we honour and praise you for being the Maker of every-
thing, for sending Jesus to earth to save us, and for being our God. Help us to worship you 
each day by living for you and giving all glory to you. Amen. 



Day 22
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Matthew 2:11-12

Do you see the big picture yet? Remember when we read about Jesus being the Word and 
being with God in the beginning? Well, now we see that when he was born, he took on hu-
man form and lived among us. This Jesus, who was at the creation of the world and was 
there even before that, entered human history as a BABY. And because of all this, we get to 
be part of God’s family too, his own special children. 

• How do you feel as you read verse 14? 

• What amazes you about God’s big plan?

As you look at this passage, make your own ‘indoor tent dwelling’ (throw a sheet over 
some chairs and huddle under it with a torch). Talk about Jesus coming to dwell with us 
and now, the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. Discuss: What difference does this make to our 
lives? 

Dear God, Thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to dwell with us now, while we wait for 
Jesus to come back. When I forget you are with us, please remind me you are always with 
me. Amen. 



Day 23
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

John 1:18

See what Jesus coming to earth as a human has done for us? He’s made God known to 
us! Jesus, the One and Only who’s been at the Father’s side all this time, has made God 
known to people. After sin entered the world, our relationship with God was broken. We 
needed help to get to know him again personally, and Jesus has done that for us! Jesus 
has made God known. 

• How has knowing Jesus helped you get to know God the Father better?

Make a list or a brainstorming poster of all the things you know about God because of 
Jesus. Once you’ve finished, spend some time thanking God for revealing himself to us 
through Jesus. 

Heavenly Father, Thank you for sending us Jesus to repair our relationship with you. Now 
we are your children! And you are our Father! 
Dear Lord Jesus, Thank you for showing us who our great God is. 
Holy Spirit, thank you for keeping us connected with Jesus by living us. 
Amen. 



Day 24
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

John 3:16

So what? So what’s the big deal about Jesus come to earth anyway? Why did God need 
this big rescue plan? Great Question! Read this bible verse and see what’s at stake, why 
God did it, and the great promise for Jesus-followers.

• Why did God send Jesus & how does that make you feel? 

• What’s at stake if we choose to ignore this? Does this change anything for you? 

• What gift and promise does God give us?

This is a wonderful bible verse to remember. Adopt this as a memory verse and keep it go-
ing as a challenge for each other. There are heaps of songs on YouTube you could use to 
help you remember it, or you could make little flash cards, make up actions or look up Key 
Word Signs for it, or make a poster. Choose the easiest thing for your family that will help 
you learn it together. Have fun! 

Loving God, wow - you love us so much! You went to such great lengths to save us from 
dying forever. You sent your Son, Jesus to die for us and he did that willingly so that we 
could live forever with you. THANK YOU. Please help me not to forget this. Help me to love 
you more and more. Amen. 



Merry Christmas
Day 25
Read

Explore

Acrivity

Pray

Read Romans 6:23

It’s Christmas Day! Woo! And what better day to be reminded of the great gift God offers 
us. That’s right, the gift of eternal life. Jesus offers it to us, all we have to do is say ‘yes - I 
believe and trust in Jesus. I choose to follow you’ and this gift is yours too. 

• How can you honour the gift God gives to you today, when you are distracted by so  
 many others? 

• How could you share a little piece of this love to someone else today who might be  
 feeling lonely or sad?

Make a birthday cake for Jesus. Stick candles in it, sing happy birthday, and pray together. 
Thank God for Jesus, for his gift to us and for the saving plan that makes us part of his 
family. 

Dear God, Thank you for Jesus and the gift of eternal life! While we wait for this, help us to 
keep loving and honouring you with our words, attitude, thoughts, and actions. Amen.


